cation in London at the present time would be unsuitable, unless, indeed, some provision could be made for taking the appointment of medical officers of health entirely out of the hands of the vestries, and giving it to a central authority whiclh might be trusted not to sacrifice important public healtlh interests to false ideas of econoimy.
One point which will need to be clearly defined is whether by " private practice " is to be understood practice as a general practitioner or phlysician, or whetlher the right of medical officers of health to act as sanitary experts is also included. The fifth clause of the report begs the question. Doctors are not at all likely to raise objections to aDy measure which may conduce to the welfare and comfort of the poor, but. those who practise amongst the poor know that the proposedmeasure will advantage them in no degree-and when I say the poor, I exclude the thriving artisan and well-to-do trades--man. The Committee lhas not thought it worth while to point out the reason why, out of the large number of trained mid--wives at present sent out by lying-in institutions, so few are found in actual practice amongst the poor and destitute. Again, the question is not so much the practice of medical men as the proper provision for the poor. If trained mid--wives before registration do not undertake this class of practice, why should they after registration?
The Committee make no attempt to show that, at the present time, the poor are improperly attended, or that there are not sufficient doctors who will attend them in their confinements; nor do they attempt to show that, if a Bill to introduce midwives (registered) were passed, those whorun the risks of delivery with only a relation or neighbour at hand, will alter their ways. The plain fact of the matter is that it is perfectly well known that unless a midwife can get the better classes amongst those who are termed " the poor " as patients, it would not be wortil her while to start in practice, and this she would only be likely to accomplish with a legal position. The poor-who are poor-especially in outlying and sparsely inhabited country districts, would certainly be left in much the same position as tlley are now.
Many men find the practice of midwvifery irksome; others.
think it beneatlh their dignity to accept even guinea fees. The question as to wlhether it is advisable to encourage these and to discourage those who are working in an honourable manner in the subject is one whichl might well have claimed the attention of the Committee. From the poiint of view of the science, it appears to me advisable in every way to encourage a high standard of practice, and it is difficult to see how the introduction of an uneducated class witlh a legal' position can do anythling but tend to put the position of thescience back instead of forward. 
